Nepal-UK Briefing & Key Press Highlights
February-March 2022
COVID-19 Situation Update:
•

After the first and second COVID-19 waves in 2021, a third wave of cases soared in
December 2021, exceeding the highest number of single day cases reported in the past
surges towards the end of January 2022. However, the trend has significantly decreased
with the situation in Nepal now almost back to normal.

•

Following the COVID-19 Omicron surge from December 2021- January 2022, the
COVID-19 cases in February 2022 saw a downward trend in Nepal and there is a
significant decline in new cases being reported. Compared to January, new cases
dropped to 498 on 15 February and eventually to 119 on 28 February. As a result, the
CCMCC recommended that the government reopen the schools from February 13 and
ease vehicular and other movement restrictions. Subsequently, schools have been
reopened for in-person classes.

•

WHO and UNICEF have provided extensive overall support for COVID-19 vaccination
campaign across Nepal in close coordination with health partners and donors. As of the
end of April 2022, the Government of Nepal has double-vaccinated 82.9% of the
population aged 18 and over.

•

UNICEF reports that the vaccination of children began in November 2021, and as of
February 2022, around 89 per cent of the targeted child population (12 -17 years of
age) have received a first dose, and 48 per cent two doses.

•

Over 16 million syringes were delivered by UNICEF to the government, following a
severe nationwide shortage. Furthermore, UNICEF distributed 36 refrigerators from the
COVAX facility, 38 solar driven refrigerators, 1,109 freeze-preventive vaccine carriers
and 19 walk-in refrigerators. Among these, 88 per cent have been installed.

•

The WHO global office has congratulated Nepal for reaching a crucial milestone: 70% of
the adult population (above 18 years) have now received a full COVID-19 vaccine
course, and WHO stated, “Reaching 70% landmark is a collective success of Nepal and
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its partners; it demonstrates what is possible when we work together with coordination
and solidarity”. It is reported that there may be a high-level visit by WHO
representatives in April 2022 to Nepal to acknowledge the country’s success in the
COVID-19 vaccination drive.
•

Nepal has announced a number of measures to ease travel for fully vaccinated
international travellers to boost tourism to the country. Nepal’s Covid-19 Crisis
Management Coordination Centre (CCMC) has recently decided to scrap the PCR test
requirement for passengers who are fully vaccinated against COVID-19 . International
travellers will now be able to enter without undergoing a pre-departure PCR test and
will only be required to present their vaccination certificates.

•

A cheap version of Merck COVID pill is to be made for poorer nations including in South
Asia. A U.N.-backed agency has struck a deal for nearly 30 generic drugmakers to make
low-cost versions of Merck & Co's COVID-19 pill molnupiravir for poorer nations,
widening access to a drug seen as a weapon in fighting the pandemic. According to
clinical trials, the antiviral drug, which in December received emergency approval in the
US, reduces hospitalisations and deaths of high-risk patients by around 30%.
Bangladesh's Beximco Pharmaceuticals, India's Natco Pharma are among generics firms
that will produce the drug which will also benefit Nepal.

Nepal-UK Related News Update:

Ambassador Acharya presents letter of credence to Queen Elizabeth II

His Excellency the Nepalese Ambassador Mr Gyan Chandra Acharya was received in audience
by The Queen via video link at Buckingham Palace and presented the Letters of Recall of his
predecessor and his own Letters of Credence as Ambassador from Nepal to the Court of St
James’s. Mrs Acharya was also received by Her Majesty. Photos attached from the ceremony
held on 31 March 2022.
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Nepali Embassy in London preparing hard for talks with Britain on Gurkha soldiers’
perks

The newly appointed Nepalese Ambassador has stated that settling the former Gurkha soldiers’
payment issues around pension equality is one of his priorities. Embassy Spokesperson and
Deputy Chief of Mission Roshan Khanal stated that the Embassy would soon be informed about
the date of the talks with the British government.

https://english.onlinekhabar.com/nepal-uk-talks-prep-gurkha-soldiers.html

British envoy pays courtesy call on Minister
Khatiwada, hands over 2.1 million doses of
anti-COVID vaccines

The UK has provided 2.1 million doses of antiCOVID-19 vaccines through the COVAX facility,
which will help accelerate the national
vaccination coverage and extend protection to
the unvaccinated people. Ambassador Pollitt
paid a courtesy call on Health Minister
Khatiwada to officially hand over the vaccines.
The Ambassador was also briefed by the Health
Secretary Mr. Roshan Pokharel. The program
was attended by high level officials of the
Ministry.

https://myrepublica.nagariknetwork.com/news/british-envoy-pays-courtesy-call-onminister-khatiwada-hands-over-2-1-million-doses-of-anti-covid-vaccines/
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Mountaineer Nirmal Purja appointed ‘Global Goodwill Ambassador for Nepal's Tourism’

The Minister of Culture, Tourism and Civil Aviation of Nepal has appointed mountaineer Nirmal
Purja as the Global Goodwill Ambassador for Nepal's Tourism. Purja has set a world record by
climbing all 14 mountains (all above 8,000 meters) of the world, including the highest peak,
Mount Everest, in a staggering six months and six days.
Mountaineer Nirmal Purja said that he felt his responsibility was enhanced by the honour
bestowed on him by the ministry.

British Ambassador Pollitt, Minister Bhusal discuss energy-related issues

The British Ambassador to Nepal Nicola Pollitt briefed the Energy, Water Resources & Irrigation
Minister of Nepal Hon. Pampha Bhusal about the UK’s support to increase Nepal’s domestic
energy demand and energy trade. Discussions were held on mobilising Nepal’s energy sector
investment so it can drive the country’s economic growth.
https://thehimalayantimes.com/kathmandu/british-ambassador-pollitt-minister-bhusal-discussenergy-related-issues

British Ambassador Pollitt vows to extend assistance to Gandaki Province

British Ambassador Nicola Pollitt called on Chief Minister of Gandaki Province Krishna Chandra
Nepali Pokhrel and discussed the UK Government’s ongoing assistance for climate change
adaptation, promotion of small industry and livelihood, health, tourism, and promotion of good
governance at province and local levels.
The Chief Minister informed the Ambassador that Gandaki province government had prepared
and enforced necessary laws, formulated the first five-year plan, completed base line report on
SDG localisation etc.
Ambassador Pollitt vowed that the UK government would continue its support to Nepal on its
efforts to climate change adaptation.

UK hands over two lost artifacts to Nepal

The United Kingdom has handed over two artistic cultural artifacts which had disappeared from
Nepal. At a programme organised at the Nepalese Embassy in London, Detective
Superintendent Head of London Metropolitan Police Office, John Roch handed over the lost
heritages to Nepal's Ambassador to the UK, Gyan Chandra Acharya. The artefacts included a
16th century wooden inscribed Torana and an 18th century stone idol depicting a devotee with
a gesture of Namaskar.
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The pieces are believed to be stolen from the Kumari Temple located in the eastern part of
Hanumandhoka Durbar area of Kathmandu around 1980-90.
Ambassador Acharya expressed gratefulness to the metropolitan police and those others
involved in the search and detection of lost heritages of Nepal. The Embassy stated that the
artefacts would be handed over to the Nepal Government through the Department of
Archaeology.

John Innes Centre, Norwich: International collaboration aims high in Nepal

An ambitious international partnership will investigate the forests and farmlands of Nepal as a
bio-diverse hotspot to inform global practices in combatting pathogens and pests.
The three-year project, called: Nepal, Denmark, Mexico: Resilience to Crop Pests and Disease in
a Changing Climate, will be delivered through online workshops, exchange visits, mini
symposia and by defining future collaborative research projects.
Starting on April 1, 2022, it will bring together researchers interested in investigating how new
aggressive forms of crop pathogens and pests arise and disperse in a changing climate. The aim
is to facilitate new research activities that can improve agricultural resilience by farming in a
way which uses fewer chemical inputs and produces lower carbon emissions. Funded by a
BBSRC International Partnering Award, the project will establish links between the Agriculture
and Forestry University Nepal, the John Innes Centre, University of East Anglia (UEA), Norwich
Institute for Sustainable Development (NSID), Rothamsted Research, Aarhus University,
Denmark, and the Mexico-based agricultural research organisation CIMMYT.
Dr Diane Saunders from the John Innes Centre said: ‘Nepal has a great diversity of habitats and
climate, and this new award is a fantastic opportunity to develop our scientific understanding
of how pests and diseases evolve in a changing climate.”
More information on the project and its specific objectives can be found using the link
below:
https://www.jic.ac.uk/news/international-collaboration-aims-high-in-nepal/
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Following a commitment
made in 2018, UKAid is
supporting the Government
of Nepal in rebuilding and
retrofitting Bhaktapur
Hospital, to strengthen the
overall local health system
that will benefit over
220,000 Nepalis by 2023/24 .

British Ambassador Nicola
Pollitt met local women
creating beautiful Mithila art
for domestic and international
markets at Janakpur’s Women
Development Centre.
Ambassador Pollitt stated that
their leadership has shone
through despite the fact that
their incomes being hit hard
by Covid.

The British Embassy in
Kathmandu maintained a
stall at the Himalayan Hydro
Expo-2022 held at Bhrikuti
Mandap. The UK is promoting
its innovative expertise in the
green energy sector. Nepal’s
President Bidya Devi
Bhandari inaugurated the
expo, which aims to boost the
viability and capacity of the
hydroelectric sector in the
country.
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The International Women’s Day marked on 8 March is a global day to commemorate the
cultural, political and
socioeconomic achievements of
women, as well as marking a
call to action for accelerating
women’s equality. The British
Embassy in Kathmandu
celebrated this day in a creative
manner by linking the recent
efforts of establishing a
leadership mentoring
programme to guide 8 Nepali
girl youths (as reported in the
previous issue) by several heads
of Embassies and missions
including British Ambassador
Pollitt, to their business
networks in Nepal. The British Ambassador hosted all 8 mentees from the programme and used
the Embassy platform to connect them to industry leaders in Nepal, especially women, which
helped the mentees further develop their own networks effectively.
On the same day, a success story case study was released, which tells the inspiring story about
Rita, a beneficiary of a UK Aid funded Aarambha Project. After being married at the age of 12,
she re-joined a 9 months long informal education at the age of 19 under Aarambha, who
helped her undergo a beautician training under the projects TVET programme. Rita is now
successfully running her own beauty parlour and is earning an income allowing for a
sustainable livelihood. Read full story: https://nepal.peopleinneed.net/en/realising-ritathe-establishment-of-an-entrepreneur8597gp?fbclid=IwAR1unErnNxL9pCJHq1NPdT7LrCYuDMWiKLfJ4BtXfaSWyi3ZtcIAB_NZrQI
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UK watered down requirements for overseas nurses in ‘supercharged’ recruitment drive

Investigation: The pandemic has exposed the gaps in the UK’s health workforce –
especially amid a mounting NHS backlog

Concerning Nepal and the recent agreement between UK and the Ministry of Health of Nepal,
which would see the Himalayan nation send several thousand nurses to the NHS, it is stated in
the article that such move would be highly controversial, as Nepal is on an international
recruitment red list – operated by the World Health Organization (WHO) – to prevent
developed countries from actively recruiting from regions with a lack of health workers or an
undeveloped health system. However, according to Dr Thaneshwar Bhusal, a Nepalese
government official, the nurses would be expected to return to Nepal after a maximum of five
years of exposure: “We have agreed in principle that it will be a zero cost process, that the
Nepalese individuals selected will not have to pay a single penny. We also do not want our
people to stay in the UK for a long time, we are looking at a maximum of five years, we really
want our Nepalese nurses to then come back home and work here.”
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/climate-and-people/uk-watered-requirementsoverseas-nurses-supercharged-recruitment/

Ambassador Nicola Pollitt enjoyed cycling on the newly developed Pokhara Cycle
Route – a scenic route that connects the city to 9 scenic lakes.

The infrastructure development is part of the Nepal Urban Resilience Programme, a 5-year
programme funded by UKAid (2019-2024) to support national and local government in
strengthening the resilience of growing urban areas to natural disasters through an improved
building, planning and services.

Youtube Video Link: Remarks by Nathanael Bevan, Development Director of British
Embassy in Nepal

UKaid Skills for Employment Programme Nepal - सीप completed several key partnerships'
pilots, providing numerous lessons & achievements. FCDO Development Director Nathanael
Bevan articulated the approach, value, & impacts unfolding from Seep’s (सीप's) contributions in
the carpet sector and traditional weaving.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1XHK5w5_R_s
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Nepali activist shortlisted for nature award
Conservationist working to save Nepal’s endangered red panda recognised for community
mobilisation
Sonam Tashi Lama, a Nepali grassroots conservationist with more than a decade of experience
in implementing community-based red panda conservation approaches in Nepal, is among 15
activists who has been shortlisted for the prestigious Whitley Award 2022 globally. His work
has created a grassroot impact that has fostered red panda conservation stewardship in
communities of eastern Nepal. The Whitley Fund for Nature (WFN), a UK fundraising and grantgiving charity founded by Edward Whitley OBE in 1993. The flagship conservation awards
worth £40,000 are honoured competitively following rigorous assessment by an expert panel.
The Whitley Awards are presented by patron HRH The Princess Royal at an annual ceremony in
London. Winners receive funding, training and profile including short films narrated by
Trustee, Sir David Attenborough. The award will be announced in London on Wednesday, 27 April
2022.
https://www.nepalitimes.com/latest/nepali-activist-shortlisted-for-nature-award/

The Britain-Nepal Society Annual Grants 2021
The Britain Nepal Society has awarded two annual grants to the Burns Violence Survivors and
The Nestling Trust.
Burns Violence Survivors is the only non-governmental organisation working to support burns
patients throughout Nepal. The grant will fund a prevention communication programme via
radio broadcast across Nepal which will alert people to the danger of fire and spread awareness
on immediate first aid and burn care management.
The Nestling Trust operates in a similar sector (midwifery and neonatal care) to last year’s grant
recipient – Help Nepal Foundation – but in a very different part of the country. The grant will
go towards essential equipment for a new health and birthing centre in Baiteshwor District
where neonatal deaths are thought to have tripled during the global pandemic.

Professor Surya P. Subedi’s Memoir Published in London and New York
The memoir of Professor Surya P. Subedi QC, a member of BNS and past speaker at 2-3 BNS
AGMs, has been published by the major British publishing house, Routledge, in London and
New York. “The Workings of Human Rights, Law and Justice: A Journey from Nepal to Nobel
Nominee” is an intriguing account of the personal experience and insight of Professor Subedi, a
leading international jurist.
The memoir traces the author’s remarkable journey from a simple village in Nepal to becoming
an international jurist acclaimed for his innovative academic and influential practical legal
work at senior level positions in the UN and in various governments, leading to his nomination
for the Nobel Peace Prize. It offers insights into the powers bearing on international policy
making, the dynamics of human rights negotiations with governments and the effects of their
outcomes on the lives of their citizens. It is an empowering narrative offering a story of
complex experiences and perspectives where individual commitment and advocacy makes a
real difference to our world.
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Drawing on the author’s lifetime of experience in international law and human rights, this book
provides rare glimpses of a personal journey in the pursuit of justice through the development
and practice of international law. It offers an insight into the workings of international law and
international institutions through the eyes of someone who has navigated the system and has
been able to achieve meaningful and impactful outcomes. While much has been written on
international human rights law, this inspirational memoir casts a new light on the working of
human rights, law, and justice through the eyes of a leading actor.
The book presents an accessible source for current debates around the rules of international
law, democracy, and human rights. It gives hope and inspiration for future generations that
individual action is meaningful despite the trials and tribulations inherent in life. It is thus a
valuable contribution to the study of justice and human rights and the importance of individual
action.
Professor Subedi is Professor of International Law at the University of Leeds, a member of the
Institut de Droit International, and a Barrister in London. He also is a visiting professor on the
international human rights law programme of the University of Oxford. He served as the United
Nations special rapporteur for human rights in Cambodia for six years (2009-2015) and as a
member of the advisory group on human rights to the British Foreign Secretary for five (20102015). In 2021, he was appointed legal procedural advisor to the World Conservation Congress
of the International Union for Conservation of Nature held in Marseille, France. He has acted as
a counsel in a number of cases before the international courts and tribunals, including the
International Court of Justice.
Her Majesty the Queen of the UK made Professor Subedi an OBE in 2004 and appointed him a
QC (Hon) in 2017 for his contribution to the development of international law and the
advancement of human rights. His alma mater, the University of Oxford, where he obtained his
DPhil (PhD) in 1993, awarded him the highest accolade – the degree of Doctor of Civil Law
(DCL) – in 2019 for his contribution to international law and human rights.
The weblink to the memoir is as follows:

memoir

https://britainnepalsociety.org/professor-surya-p-subedis-memoir-published-in-london-and-newyork/
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Richard Morris: Covid diplomat took his own life, inquest
finds

The former British Ambassador to Nepal who vanished while
working for the government's Covid taskforce took his own life, an
inquest has found. The body of Richard Morris was discovered in a
forest near to his home in Bentley, Hampshire, in August 2020. The
senior coroner said: "Richard Morris took his own life while
suffering severe and acute stress.” Richard Morris was a very
popular Ambassador in Nepal. As a marathon runner, Morris in
2016 had run a symbolic 9048 metres -the height of Everest plus
200m for the UK-Nepal bicentenary, from Everest base camp to
Namche.

https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-hampshire60391309

FIELD MARSHAL SIR JOHN CHAPPLE GCB CBE DL – 1931 to 2022
https://www.army.mod.uk/news-and-events/news/2022/03/field-marshal-sir-johnchapple/
The UK and Nepal have both lost a good friend with the passing of Field Marshal Sir John
Chapple. Commissioned with the Gurkha Rifles in 1954, he reached the highest levels of
military service and was also a passionate conservationist.

Message from The Britain-Nepal Society:
With much regret, his family has announced that Field
Marshal Sir John Chapple died peacefully at home on 25 th
March 2022 after a short illness. Sir John had a most
distinguished military career culminating in his appointment
in 1988 as Chief of the General Staff. The Field Marshal was
90.
Educated at Haileybury and Trinity College Cambridge, John
Chapple was commissioned into the 2 nd KEO Gurkha Rifles
in 1954. He commanded the First Battalion of his Regiment in
the early 70’s and went on to fulfil a number of important
commands and staff appointments including Commander
British Forces Hong Kong coupled with that of Major General
Brigade of Gurkhas, Director of Military Operations at the
Ministry of Defence and Commander-in- Chief United
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Kingdom Land Forces. Following his
retirement from the Army in 1992 Sir
John was promoted Field Marshal and
served as Governor and Commander-inChief of Gibraltar between 1993 and
1995. He was a Vice Lord Lieutenant of
Greater London between 1997 and
2005. Among a wide range of other
appointments, he was a Commissioner
of the Royal Hospital Chelsea and
President of the Sir Oswald Stoll
Foundation and the Combined Services
Polo Association.
Memories of FM Sir John Chapple at the BNS Annual Supper
2018

The Field Marshal was a committed
regimental officer and a strong supporter of the Gurkha soldier, his welfare and heritage and
his homeland of Nepal. He was Colonel of his Regiment 1986-1994.
Sir John Chapple was a lifelong conservationist and took an active role in many associated
organisations including Presidency of the Zoological Society, Trustee of WWF and Chairman of
the UK Trust for Nature Conservation in Nepal. He also served on the Council of the National
Army Museum and was a Vice Patron of the Gurkha Museum at Winchester. He was an avid
collector of military memorabilia and a very keen birdwatcher. His keen scholarship and varied
interests and leadership in a remarkable range of broader endeavours were widely recognised
and deeply appreciated.
The Field Marshal is survived by his wife, Annabel and their four children, David, Rachel, Kate
and Sasha.

Others/Opinions/Long reads:
Time for Nepali women to stand higher

Authored by British Ambassador to Nepal,
Nicola Pollitt
https://theannapurnaexpress.com/news/timefor-nepali-women-to-stand-higher-4857

Grassroots democracy promotes good
health

Expensive medical care is making Nepalis
poorer, but there are examples of local
governments trying to change that
https://www.nepalitimes.com/herenow/grassroots-democracy-promotes-goodhealth/
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4 months after Glasgow, Nepal’s goals look iffy

The pandemic and Ukraine war threaten to throw country’s COP26 climate goals off
track
https://www.nepalitimes.com/latest/4-months-after-glasgow-nepals-goals-look-iffy/

Telemedicine service effective in remote areas
https://english.khabarhub.com/2022/16/241824/

Distribution of first-ever Nepal-manufactured anti-cancer drug starts
https://english.khabarhub.com/2022/16/237594/

The poor person’s pandemic
Tuberculosis kills an estimated 17,000 people every year in Nepal, and with Covid-19 and the
development of drug-resistant strains, this number is only likely to increase further.
https://www.recordnepal.com/the-poor-persons-pandemic

What once was lost
A collective effort by activists, historians, journalists, and curators has resulted in the return of
stolen Nepali artifacts from foreign lands, but constant vigilance is still necessary.
https://www.recordnepal.com/what-once-was-lost

Disenfranchised – millions of Nepalis have no voting rights

Despite the outsized impact that migrant workers have on Nepal, they are still unable to vote in
elections as Nepal has no provisions for absentee voting.
https://www.recordnepal.com/disenfranchised-%E2%80%93-millions-of-nepalis-have-novoting-rights

Nepal limits imports as foreign currency reserves slide

Nepal has restricted imports of non-essential goods - including cars, cosmetics and gold - after its
foreign currency reserves dropped.
https://www.bbc.com/news/business-61076089

-End-
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